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'I‘he th:er annual En llsh O—'froup flsh survey at Faroe was made by RV

v CIROI:AI\TA durlng the per:l.od 6—15 July. .. The basic gr:.d of statlons was the sane

as that covered by the earller surveys - (ICES 1973, ICEO 1974) and the same

ha::lpfl.:l.n{_l; gear (a Norwegizn capolin trawl) wag used; 83 statlons were worked,
“and at cach .o trawl haul. and temperature md sallnlty observatlons .at 0 and
50 n depth were made.

gvdrcg agyg Surface temperatures over most of Faroe Ba.nk and the

castem part of the Plateau were over 11. C (Flgure 1) and even reached 12°¢ in
places.- Arcund the islands and over the northwestern part ‘of the Plateau

they were Jess than 10 Co At 50 n temperatu.re., were warmer than 9 C, except
“in an aréa’ outh of" the 1.>1ands and on- the cuth-eastern and north—eastern slopes,
S Fis. 2. ‘In generel surface temperatures Jwere hlgher than those recorded
durlng the 1972 and 1973 eurveys. AL, 50 n temperatures were. smll«..r to those
found :Ln 1972 but hlgher than those .pf the 1973 survey. .. ‘

‘ Echo 1ntens1ty° The dlstrlbutlon of echo :Lntens1ty was. s1mlar to that

recorded 1n the earller surveys." H_'Lghegt levels _were recorded on the Plateau

1n .;hallow water close to the 1°1<..ndsg~ with the level decreasing towards the

i edge of the Plateau and over decp water. Echc lr_ltensny »over Faroe‘Bank was

gcnerally lower than on the Plateau, . . A
" O-groupfish: dlstrlbutlon and abundance° In Table 1 catches of the major

SPGCJ.G» are summarlzed and compared with those in the 1972 and 1973 surveys.
(a) Cod (F:Lgure 3) H;Lghest concentratlons of O—group cod were found in an
area coverlng the statlons close to the . east of the islands and extendlng
over the north-we tern p‘...rt of the Plateau._ 'I‘he hlghest catch was 7000 in a
tow north-east of Fuglo, but, 1000 or “h“oremper tow were recorded at six other
stat:.ons. Awa,y i‘rom the maln concentratlon .on the Plateau and over the whole
of Faroe Bank. the catches were ins 1gn1flcmt. .The total nunber of cod caught
in 1974 was lesgs than in 1973 but the area of high concentration was more -
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extenmve, and the average ‘size of the fl“h was greater, The 1974 year—class
C of cod is probably as good as that of 1973 on the Plateau9 but 1s very poor on
" Faroc Ban.k
(b) Haddock (Flgure 4) - O-group haddock were very. widespread, occurring at
76 out of 83 statn.ona. ) The haghest catch on the Plateau was 2380, in the sane
“haul astthe, highest number of cod. Thé arca of highest, concentratlon on the
Platean’ was: closer to the east s:.de of the islands: than in the earller surveys,
“and -there was an extens:.ve area of moderately Jigh concentratlon over the
egterm part. of the Plateau. The total catch on the Plateau wag nuch hlgher
" than that of" 1973, but only Just over half the 1972 catch although the -
B average longth was 20 mm greater than in both the earlier surveys. coo .
) < On: Faroe Bank the hlghest catch was 2328 haddock 1n a 30 m.nutes tow.
The total® catch on the Bank wos three tme° greater thm in the earller surveys

R0

52 idnd the average . 1ength was 8 tn greater.
. -The :1974. year—claﬂs of heoddock nay be a good one on both the Plateau and
% the Bamk. - .. . b
(c) Salthe-' Very few salthe were caught, o8 1n the prev1ous surveys.i This
-1 gdens o’ coni‘lm that the young, of thls specles have moved 1nshore before
July. a A RERER . )
(d) Blue Whltmg. Small numbers of blue th.t:Lng were caught on the Plateau
‘' and- on- the. Bank Lengtho ranged fron the 15-19 n 1ength group to the
- 4301 34 P length group, with the node about 80 . ) The average 1ength° were
< 69 tm*on the Bank a.nd 61 mm on the Plateau, 1e over 20 rm larger thm in
previous surveys, but it is pos sible that ‘the largest fJ.sh were I-group.

~'(e) " Redfishs Only 28 O-group I‘edfl“h were caught dur:.ng the’ survey.
) (f) Other fich: The nost” abundant flsh were Norway Pout (Trlsopterus esmarki)

*-dnd.sandeels. which occu.rred 1n large numbers in the- areas of hlghest echo
fa :Lntens:Lty on. the Plateau. - Sandeels were algo moderately abundmt 1n hauls
over-the. shallowest partf' of Faroe Bank but few Norway Pout were caught
there. SIS o ” \ ’ '
* Small hunbers of O-group Clupe01d<~ were caught at four statlons close to
“-the 1u1anas., Lengths ranged from 30 to 55 . o

Anglers (Loph:.us piscatoriue) were common* on- Faroe Ba.nk 445 were caught

‘at stations on or around the bankg 1v1ng an’ average of nearly 18 per haul,
Lengths ra.nged from 45 to 130 m, w::.th a nean s:.ze of 85 mn. Smaller nunbers

el

'were caught on the Plateau, mo.,t of them along the western edge. ‘



Fewer oceanic pelagic species; such as Maurolicus, Myctophids and
Godiculus, werc caught than in the previous . surveys.
Adult Lumpsuckers (Cyclopterus lunpus) were taken frequently, and small

quantities of adult mackerel were caught occasionally.
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Table 1. "Summary of catches of major species in Faroe O-group surveys 1972-1974

Cod - : Haddock Redfish Blue Whiting

Total Mean length Total Mean length  Total Mean length Total Mean length

nunber o nunber nn nunber i nuntber mm
Faroe’ Plafeau »
1972 15 560  40.5 12 910  34.4 7 188 - - -
1973 44 074  35.8 1539  31.7 2 673 - 122 33.8
1974 ‘2>7 222  40.6 7T 262  54.7 15 - 133 61.1
Paroe Bank . - 7 t
* 1972 ;4429 38.2 800 48.0 9 - 606 43.5
1973 744 37.2 905  47.6 253  17.2 341 38.2

) 1974';'1 82 43.5 3 008 56.0 13 - 125 69.1
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Fig. 1. Temperature °C at Om.
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