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, '::-,~ . . .. ' The third· romual English O-group' fish survey at ·.Farce was made by RV

.: : C3:ROIt}JfA durine' the period·:.6:-15 JulYo'; Th~ .bao'ic gri4 of' ~t~tio~s 'w~s the sane

as' that covcied by the aarlier ,sU+Veys ,(I~ES, 19'13~ ICE's '197'4) and the some

..' ':'sdoplma ßoar (a NorweC'i~ capolin tra~l) ~a~ used;' 8'3 st~tiono~~re worked~
: ;md at:,each .b::trawl haul ~ci·.toDperature.;:~ saJ.Wty ~bse~ation's'at 0 and

• .J.,. '... •

'L'

50 Ddopth were oade •

..' .~'Resui ts:'" .. ' r..•.
. ....

. '.~: ..: -,'

H,ydrograph,y:, Surfaco t~peratures over Dost of Faroe.~~ ~~ the
. ' " " 0 ,. . ...... ,'..', 0

, . ':oiisterii~'part":of the 'Plateau :were. over 11,0 (Figure ,1) and even reached 12 C in

t~~;pla~eso·' A~urid"t~e iSlandsand. over :th~', ~orth~~~t~rn,~a;t-"~f the Plateauo . . ',., ,. .:.. .... "0

they were loos thnn 10 Co At 50 D tooperatureo were warLler than 9 C, except

..L; ....in an area soU:th of' the: isl~cis ~d on.,the· ~outh-ea~t~~'~d';"ilO;~h':'easternslopes~
, ',". ..<,,' .' .... " -~-..:~:::· ..:~., ....::c,~·'. \""

~i: ':: PiC.: 2. In"ß'eneral surfaee.;temperatureswere hißher :than those reeorded

\:;; :,'a.U;inB- the1912 ~d 1913 'c~eyo.,.At;50'0 t~~;ora~~o w~re o~l~r to those
. . . ' " ~. .'

.,t ::'found"in 1912~ but higher- than thosepf the 1913 survey.

Echo intensity: The distribution o~eeho intensity.~as.sinilarto that

, reeorded in the' earlier su~eyo. llighe~'~ ,~~v~lS w~re rec~:cle-d~~·:.thePlateau

-:.inoh·d.J.lowwater eloseto the i~land~~'with the ~i~vel'dec~~~~i~g towards the

~dß'e cf the Plateau und o~erdoep watero Ech~ ~t~nsity ov~r Fa~oe 'Bank was
., .' - -, '. " . ~', ~ '. ':'- . ... ,

ecnerally 10wor ·than on the Plateauo ,. , .'

.. O-grouP';fish:'distribution and abundance: In Table.,1 catches of the major
. :. ', ... .'~ " :.. ': .. :. ", , ".: .'

speeies are ourJI:lD.rizod and eorupared with thoso. in the 1972 and .1973 surveys.

'(a) Cod (Fieur~ '3) ::. Hißhest" ~one~ntrations'~f O-ßro~p cod we~ :found in an
_ ) ., •• '4' - , : '

area eoverine the stations elose to the.east of~he:iolands and extending

6ver' thö north':'weot~~.~~t·of' th~ ,P1D.t~a~~ . 'Th~:;·hi~hest. ~~t'~h ~~s 1000 in a
. . .. ; :. ' ... . .: .. 'I . . " ..,,...-.. :.:;... ...:.:..~:., ~. "'" ::.~:I.: "- .,. ' ..... .

tOl{ north-east of: Fuelo ~ but..1000 01'. DOre per tc\v were recorded at s~ other

stations. ,ÄwnY froo.the oai~ ~oneentration.on.the Plateau and overthe whole
e , • ~ • , -.' ... - .., .- • •

of. Faroe Brihk·the'catches :Wore inoignifi,cc.nt." ,~: The totcl nUIJber of cod caught

in 1974 was less than in 191'5 but tho area of hieh concentration was tlore
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erlcnsivell ' :ririd··:thO··ö.~e~iie'·SiZ'~ :'6r\~~ fiohw~~··ti~·~ter.··· Th~':.1,9.14 .year-class

of:cod is probably as good as that of'1973 on thePlateaullbut~ici'~er.ypoor on
.... ~ '. • : I .. ~ • ... '. ~

Faroe BDnk.

(b) Haddock (Fiß'l.lXe 4):~"O,:,:,group haddock were ~ory. widespread, occurrine at

"76 o~t' ~i '83st~t.ions. "T~ehighe<st -~'~t~~ ~n \he' Plateau was 2380 1l in the same

~·:.:r"·hatil as< the. highest ~~~'e;of cod." The area of highest ..conccntration on the

Plateau' was closer to ·.t~'c, e~~t:aido of the islnnda ;.t~"i'; 'th~'~~:dier aurveys 1I
.~ ,_ . I -.. , . '.:. ... • " :. .... . - ". " ... ; l ':',; ::. .: . j'; ':f"r '.

" :'arid ,thore was an extensive area. cf Doderately,high concentration over'the"
'., i...: t.... , . I.. '.. \, .' •.•• • ..~ ••

':westem 'part ,of .thc Plateau. Thc total catch on thc Plateau was ouch higher

\. ",; thc.n that of '1973 p but "O~lY' just over h~f' thc 1972'catch p al thoUSh' 'the" .

averngo lOIlßth was 20 LEl er~ater than iIl both the earlier ~urveYs." ·....1· .

...) On~.Fa:roe BOnlc the h.ighe~t catch was 23'28 haddock in ~ 30 ~utes t~~•

.:: ,r.i:"'· .' The' totai: catch on the' BM.k:'· w~~ three; 'Üoe's g;eaterthan in th~ eariie:r:--"surveys

. '~:·rindth~·nvercJ.ß~length ..,~a~. 8 r;m greater. ".' "" , .
'" .' \',

The :1974· year:-clas~ of hr..ddock DDY be a ß'Ood one on b6th the Plate'au und
'. : .."i '. :':" r .• the Bank.' " .... . .; L' .

.- (e) SDithe:.:.· Vcry few m::.ithe· were caught p as in the previoussurvey~>'This

,:.-: J, seeDs :to:.confir.:a thai' th~ youns of this species h~ve Doved inshore 'befb:re
'. ',".i'. July~:'

. ",.", (a.) Blue \-lhitlng: ,Soall n-unbers of blue whiting were caught., on. t~~ ::Plateau
" " .~.,' • • .. <'_..•" _ " ". ~. t.",' " • .~" ~. \." .' c;, ,' •
.' ;: .... -, arid· amthe, Bank. ,Lengths rangcd fronthe'15-19I:lD lenßth,,~up tothe'

'::'" ...,~ 130~134',Dii lengthgr~uPllwith' the t:lode';bbut80' m..~. 'Th~':'~~~~nge"\engths were

,' ... ,. ,,'69 'IJljl ':'on the Bank 'and 61 I:lD' on tho Plat~a:Ull i~'over 20 'D::l l~ger\~'in

prcvious surveys p 'but"it ic poscible th';'tthe larßOst fi'shwore I~~iip.
:.~, '.. "'«0) Redfish:' 'Only 28 o-Eiroup' ~dfish'were caueht d~~ing th~·:·survey.

":":'."" (f) ':Other fieh: 'The Doct-:~bun&.nt fish \'l~re,.~r,?rwDY Paut (Tri~;pte'rUs esmarki)
':"'~' ." . .... ..:"':-- . , ·.. ·... t·:. ;.: '.. ." " - .. ~'-_.. . ...... ,..... . '_ ..
' ..", Oild .. sandcels. which occurred in large nuobers in thQ areas of highest echo,_,

,. ' :~'~:inten~iti on: the' Pl~te~u·.'.·;·'S~d~~i;swer~ 'als~ I:loderat'ely ab~d~t'fu' hauls

-,,', .:ovor"the.shallowest.·~a~ts:·~f Fa~oBank 'but' few No~aY·P~ut·w~~e':c~~ht
. . .'. ~ . . - , .

.. ';' ", '::'there~· ',' . " ." ",.' .:.'.

,-;: ',~::';:>: SIaC1.1 nUrJbcrs of a-:crcupClupeoidsllere caUßht at :Cour sto.tions close to

", ,'.: ~. :·:·the· islancls. I 'L~ngth~ ~~ed 'ii'dIJ 3C{ ta 55 DIJ~ ..~ . '-:'.:; ", "

"', ..,:- ;.Jmele;s',· (Lophi~s pi~c~t~~:iusYw~rd'cOorJon"'O~~Faroe:B~;' 445 \;ere caught
"',~ . ,. .,~..• ":.f.. :-. • .. ,,~ •. " 2 \' , . ,: ' '~ ./ : ,'.':.'

,. at stations on' or around the ba:hk~ giviilg an,average·,of. nearly 18 per haul.
_ . _ ••.. ' , .", '. ... - .. ' • ~..' \.,' ". I 1':'., . I~' • t

Lengths rmlg'cd f'rom 45 to 130 I:ll:l p 'vith 0. I:leDn size of' 85 I:lI:l. Soaller numbers
- ..

. were caught on' the Plateau~ Dost- of thooalonß' the western edge.
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Fewer ocecmic pelagic species ~ such as I'1aurolicus ~ M;rctophids cmd

Gadiculus ~ were caught thcm in the previeus surveys.

Adult LurJpsuckers (Cyelopterus lunpus) were taken frequently ~ and snall

quantities ef adult Dackerel were caught eccasienally.
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Table 1. Sunoary of catches of najor species in Faroe D-group surveys 1912-1914

Cod Haddock Redfish :Blue Whiting

Total I'1ean length Total I'Iean length Total Mcan length Total Mean length
nuober n:l nuober Drl nunber DrJ number rnm

Faroe', Plateau
1912 15 560 40.5 12 910 34.4 7 188
1913 44 014 35.8 1 539 31.1 2 613 122 33·8
1914 21 222 40.6 7 262 54.1 15 133 61.1

(,

Faroe :Bank
., '1912 .. 429 38.2 800 48.0 9 606 43.5

-
1913 :744 31.2 905 47.6 253 11.2 341 38.2

-,
1974 ·82 43.5 3 008 56.0 -:3 125 69.1
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